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CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

WASHINGTON, D.C. 203184999

CM-1014-00

6 September 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR: Distribution List

Subject: Joint Mission Areas to Organize the Joint Operational Architecture

1. Continuing efforts1 to address joint interoperability provide the opportunity to profoundly improve US joint warfighting capabilities. A fundamental mechanism for achieving interoperability is the development of a Joint Operational Architecture (JOA). This memorandum establishes Joint Mission Areas (JMAs) as the framework upon which the JOA will be developed. 

2. The Joint Staff Director for Operations, through continuing coordination with the unified commands, Military Services, and appropriate Defense agencies, will develop the JOA and organize it around the JMAs defined and described in the enclosure. During the development of the JOA, these JMAs should be analyzed and adjusted as appropriate. If the results of the JOA development indicate that changes are required, these modifications will be staffed and presented to me for approval.

3. This is a critical endeavor in addressing significant interoperability challenges. All participants are to be commended for the progress made so far. The level of consensus that has been achieved is encouraging; however, this process is just at the beginning. The next challenge and chance for real success lie in the development of the JOA.
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HENRY H. SHELTON

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Enclosure

Reference:

1 JROCM 02 l-00, 11 February 2000, “Interoperability”
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